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Comment No. 1   Issue Code: 25
There are no plans or proposals in the Y-12 SWEIS to build a new
bomb plant or new nuclear weapons to increase the nuclear weapons
stockpile. Y-12 is supporting the dismantlement of nuclear weapons
and the maintenance of the remaining stockpile in order to meet safety,
reliability, and security requirements. 

Segmentation involves separately analyzing connected actions in order
to reduce the significance of the environmental impacts of an action as
a whole. CEQ’s regulations are directed at avoiding improper
segmentation, and the Y-12 was prepared in accordance with CEQ
regulations. The proposed action and alternatives in the Y-12 SWEIS
are independent of other potential future modernization actions at
Y-12, and do not trigger other actions that may require EISs. 

While the proposed HEU Materials Facility and the Special Materials
Complex have progressed to the conceptual design level, other
facilities at Y-12 considered for modernization are still in the very
early planning phase and are not ripe for decision at this time. Table
3.3-1 provides a summary of the potential new facilities. None of
potential future modification projects are included in the No Action -
Planning Basis Operations Alternative.  Two modernization projects
are included in the action alternatives for the Y-12 HEU Storage
Mission and Special Materials Mission as discussed in Sections 3.2.3,
3.2.4, and 3.2.5.  As new modernization projects are proposed for Y-
12, separate NEPA analyses will be conducted.  Sections 1.1.3 and 3.3
discuss the Y-12 Modernization Program.

The effects due to past releases are reflected in the No Action - Status
Quo Alternative.  Volume I, Chapter 4 of the Y-12 SWEIS describes
the current affected environment (baseline) which includes the effects
of past operations and environmental contamination.  DOE recognizes
that it has facilities and sites which require some level of
environmental cleanup.  Most of the facilities at Y-12 were designed
and constructed in the 1940s and 1950s, prior to today’s environmental
requirements.  

      
  

  1/25

3/14

2/12



Final Y-12 SWEIS
Montee, Pat
Cullowhee, NC
Page 2 of 3

G-180

Comment No. 1 (cont.)                      Issue Code: 25
Much of Environmental Management (EM) work done on the ORR is
performed as a result of the requirements of the Federal Facility
Compliance Act and CERCLA. The Federal Facility Compliance
Agreement (FFA), which preceded the Act requires that all DOE
facilities manage and dispose of waste in accordance with their
respective Site Treatment Plans. The Legacy Waste Program was
established to address, in accordance with the Site Treatment Plan,
waste generated and stored on the ORR from past operations. Another
large part of EM work conducted at Oak Ridge is done according to the
requirements of CERCLA, which is implemented by the FFA in Oak
Ridge. The FFA is an agreement signed by DOE, TDEC, and EPA to
address contamination resulting from past activities of DOE operations
that remain in structures, buildings, facilities, soil, groundwater,
surface water, or other environmental media. Most of the remaining
part of EM’s work is operating and maintaining waste treatment,
storage, disposal, and recycling facilities that support EM activities,
and other DOE programs as well. 

Over the past several years, DOE has had a very aggressive clean-up
program and has worked with EPA, the states, stakeholders, and the
general public to clean up ORR to acceptable levels.  Environmental
clean-up activities (see Section 2.2.2.2) is an ongoing activity at Y-12.
To date DOE has completed numerous cleanup activities and is
aggressively working toward the cleanup of its remaining
environmental problems.  Actions taken to continue Y-12 operations
would not be inconsistent with nor impact these ongoing clean-up
activities.

See response to Comment No. 3 below concerning oversight agencies.

Comment No. 2    Issue Code: 12
(See comment No. 1 above for response to historic contamination and
the baseline used in the Y-12 SWEIS). DOE believes that it has
adequately addressed impacts to the environment that could result from
implementing the proposed action and alternatives.  Volume I, Chapter
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Comment No. 2 (cont.)                     Issue Code: 12
5 of the Y-12 SWEIS addresses impacts from the proposed action and
alternatives; and Volume II, Appendices D and E provide further
detailed analyses related to human health effects from normal
operations/facility accidents and air quality, respectively.

Comment No. 3        Issue Code: 14
Defense Nuclear Facility Safety Board reviews are part of the ongoing
process to ensure the operational readiness and safety of the Y-12
facilities and activities.  Findings issued by the Defense Nuclear
Facility Safety Board are taken very seriously by DOE and appropriate
mitigation and conservative actions are implemented. 

DOE believes that it has adequately addressed impacts to the
environment and worker/public health and safety that could result from
implementing the various alternatives. Appendices D and E provide
further detailed analyses related to human health effects from normal
operations/facility accidents and air quality, respectively.

Comment No. 4        Issue Code: 16
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has significantly
reduced the size of its nuclear weapons stockpile and DOE has
dismantled more than 15,000 nuclear weapons.  At the present time,
the United States is further downsizing its deployed nuclear weapons
stockpile consistent with the terms of  START I and START II.
Although Russia suspended its nuclear weapons dismantlement
activities on January 20, 2001, DOE has continued weapons
dismantlement activities.  While future arms control reductions may
change requirements for maintaining the weapons stockpile, DOE is
responsible for meeting the current requirements set forth by the
President and Congress.  The need for nuclear weapons and the issue
of how many nuclear weapons the United States maintains as a nuclear
deterrent are beyond the scope of the Y-12 SWEIS. 


